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SUMMARY

The Climate Change Solutions Now Act of 2022 requires that each year the Maryland Department of
Agriculture submit to the Maryland Climate Change Commission and the Governor an annual report on
greenhouse gas reduction efforts and climate change mitigation efforts.

Maryland’s agriculture sector primarily emits non-CO, GHGs from sources such as manure management
and agricultural soils. The Department, in addition to promoting increased soil carbon sequestration, is
focused on encouraging agricultural best management practices to decrease emissions in the sector more
generally. Emissions categories include enteric fermentation, manure management, agricultural soils,
agricultural burning, and urea fertilizer usage and liming.

The Department of Agriculture spent $59.9 million on GHG reductions in FY24, which was
approximately 30.9% of our budget. The spending went towards emissions in agriculture and emissions in
waste management through our Office of Resource Conservation (ORC). This office works with Maryland
farmers to plan and implement conservation practices and programs that balance crop and livestock
production with the need to protect natural resources. The ORC’s Nutrient Management program works to
regulate the appropriate nutrient application (fertilizer, manure, and other organic sources) for production
that would contribute to decreased emissions from agriculture.

Other ORC programs include District Operations, Conservation Grants, and Program Planning &
Evaluation. These programs administer technical and financial assistance directly to farmers to advance
the adoption of conservation (cover crops, conservation plans, urban and small farms, Healthy Soils
Program) that would contribute to decreased emissions from agriculture or increase soil carbon
sequestration. Of the total amount spent on GHG reduction activities 28%, or $16.9 million, went to
disproportionately affected communities.
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December 21, 2024
The Honorable Wes Moore Serena Mcllwain, Secretary
State House Chair, MD Commission on Climate Change
100 State Circle 1800 Washington Blvd
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Baltimore, MD 21230

RE: Report required by SB 528/Ch. 38, 2022 -HB 696/Ch. 570, 2022 (MSAR #14368)
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In accordance with SB 528/Ch. 38, 2022 and HB 696/Ch. 570 (Legislative Session 2022) MSAR #
14368 and § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the Department of Agriculture shall submit to the
Governor and the Maryland Commission on Climate Change a report on:

e The status of programs that support the State’s greenhouse gas reduction efforts or address
climate change.
e The report required in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include:
(i) Program descriptions and objectives;
(i1) Implementation milestones, whether or not they have been met; (iii) Enhancement
opportunities;
(iv) Funding;
(v) Challenges;
(vi) Estimated greenhouse gas emissions reductions, by program, for the prior calendar year;
and
(vii) Any other information that the agency considers relevant. (d) Each State agency, when
conducting long-term planning, developing policy, and drafting regulations, shall take into
consideration:
o The likely climate impact of the agency’s decisions relative to Maryland's greenhouse
gas emissions reduction goals
o The likely impact of the agency’s decisions on disproportionately affected communities
identified according to the methodology adopted by the department under § 1-702 of
this article.

Please contact Rachel Jones, Director of Government Relations at 410-841-5886 or
rachel.jones2(@maryland.gov with any questions or concerns.

cc: President Bill Ferguson
Speaker Adrienne Jones
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