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The Representation of Maryland’s Citizens

For more than 350 years, the
Maryland General Assembly has
remained a part time “citizen”
legislature. The 188 Assembly
members come from 47 districts across
the State where they work in their
communities as farmers, insurance
agents, tradespeople, physicians,
homemakers, lawyers, teachers, real
estate brokers, and in a range of other
occupations. Each year in January the
members come to the State capital to
represent their fellow citizens during
the 90-day legislative session. Typically,
more than 2,600 pieces of legislation
and the State’s annual budget are
considered during that period. These
laws directly affect the day-to-day lives
of all Marylanders. So that their voices
can be heard, it is important that our
citizens know who their representatives
are and how the legislative process
works. We hope this overview of the
Maryland General Assembly will help
Marylanders become more active
participants in State government.

State House

History of the General Assembly

When the Province of Maryland declared itself a state independent of Great Britain in 1776,
its legislature was already 141 years old, having served continuously as the legislative body for
the colony almost from the date of its founding. The Maryland General Assembly held its first
session in St. Mary’s City in 1635, scarcely a year after the Ark and the Dove arrived with the
first settlers.

This first Maryland legislature was a one chamber (unicameral) body, composed of the
Governor, his Councilors, and all the free men of the Province. By the third session in 1638,
free men were instructed to meet and choose representatives.



Although they sat as one body, a distinction was made between the Governor and the
members of his council and citizens of the colony at large. An effort was made in the session
of 1642 to separate the two groups, but it was not until 1650 that the Assembly became a
bicameral body, with an “upper” and “lower” house sitting separately.

The upper house, consisting of the Governor and his council, exercised executive as well as
legislative authority. Men selected to represent their “hundreds” (communities) were called
burgesses, and their
legislative body was called
the House of Burgesses. It
bore that name through
much of the colonial
period, although it
frequently was called the
House of Delegates or
simply the lower house.

In 1695, the government
of the Province of
Maryland moved from St.
Mary’s City to Anne
Arundel Town (now
known as Annapolis).
The story of the General
Assembly from that time
to independence is one of
continuing conflict
between the two houses, with the upper house clinging to the privilege and power of the
Crown and Proprietor and the lower house asserting its growing strength and zeal for liberty.
This struggle, spanning almost a century, culminated in independence for Maryland and her
twelve sister colonies. In 1776, the First Maryland Constitutional Convention adopted the
Constitution of Maryland which established a legislature comprising  the Senate and the House
of Delegates. On April 28, 1788, Maryland became the seventh state of the United States.

Sessions of the General Assembly have been held continuously in Annapolis with two
exceptions. In April 1757, an epidemic of smallpox drove the legislature to Baltimore, and in
April 1861, after some Southern states had seceded from the Union and the Civil War began
to rage, Annapolis was considered a hotbed of secessionists. To ensure a cooler climate for the
legislative session, Governor Thomas Holliday Hicks ordered that the General Assembly meet
in Frederick. Meanwhile, federal troops had moved into Maryland and Southern sympathizers
in both the Senate and House were placed under arrest, preventing a quorum, and secession
was averted.
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The Legislative Services Building houses staff to the Maryland
General Assembly.



The General Assembly meets annually for a period of 90 calendar days, beginning the second
Wednesday in January and continuing through early April. Special sessions of the legislature
(or, on extraordinary occasions, of the Senate alone) may be called by the Governor. Special
sessions are limited to 30 days.

Apportionment is the process of creating legislative districts of comparable population size for
the purpose of electing members of the Senate and the House. This process was a source of
controversy throughout the nineteenth century and much of the twentieth as Baltimore City
and the more populous counties competed with the smaller, more rural counties for adequate
representation. Slight changes in apportionment were made under the Constitutions of 1851
and 1867 in an attempt to apportion the House on the basis of population but to retain equal
representation for all jurisdictions in the Senate. It was not until 1962, when federal and state
court decisions mandated apportionment based on the doctrine of “one man, one vote,” that
significant changes were made.

The initial reapportionment plan was rejected by the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1966, a special
session of the General Assembly met and adopted a reapportionment plan that was accepted
by the courts. The House was given 142 seats and the Senate 43. This apportionment became
a part of the Constitution in an amendment ratified in 1970. The Constitution was amended
again in 1972 to provide a membership of 47 senators and 141 delegates beginning in 1975.
This plan of 47 legislative districts of substantially equal population with one senator and
three delegates representing each district remains in effect today. Reapportionment is required
after each decennial census by the General Assembly or, if it fails to act promptly, by the
Governor.

A legislator must be a citizen of Maryland and a resident of the State for one year preceding
the date of election, the last six months of which must have been spent in the county or district
the candidate seeks to represent. At the time of election, a senator must be at least 25 years of
age and a delegate at least 21 years of age. Elections for all seats in the General Assembly are
held every four years. No limit is placed on the number of terms a legislator may serve.

The presiding officer in the Senate is the President, who is elected on the first day of each
regular session by a majority of the Senate membership. The President presides over each
session, maintaining order and decorum in the chamber and deciding all points of order. The
President names the members of all committees, designates the chairmen and vice chairmen,
and appoints the Majority Leader. One of the members of the minority party is chosen by that
group as the Minority Leader of the Senate.
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Apportionment and Membership

The Senate and Its Membership



Standing committees to which bills of statewide importance are assigned include Budget and
Taxation; Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs; Finance; and Judicial Proceedings.
Another standing committee, the Rules Committee, regulates the introduction of legislation
and considers procedural legislation. Bills affecting individual counties or localities are referred
to select committees composed of members representing those areas. 

Other standing committees specified in the Rules of the Senate are the Executive Nominations
Committee, which considers gubernatorial appointments of civil and judicial officers and
officials requiring the advice and consent of the Senate, and the Joint Committee on
Investigation, which inquires into abuses in public fund expenditures.

Assisting the Senate members and committees are the Secretary of the Senate and Desk
Officers who keep the files and journals of the Senate, supervise the progress of legislation, and
enforce security and order.

The Senate chamber and lounge are located in the section of the State House completed in
1905. Both rooms are decorated in a turn of the century Victorian style with the Senate's
traditional color of red predominating. The marble is from Italy and the wall coverings are silk.
The chamber carpet is patterned with the Great Seal of Maryland. There are no windows in
the chamber. A restored Tiffany stained glass skylight provides natural light.

The six portraits hanging in the chamber are of four Maryland signers of the Declaration
of Independence:  Charles Carroll of Carrollton, William Paca, Samuel Chase, and Thomas
Stone and of two early twentieth century Maryland governors: Edwin Warfield and John Walter

Senate Chamber in the State House
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Smith. The figures adorning the President's desk are those of John Hanson and Charles
Carroll, members of the Continental Congress.

On either side of the rostrum is a table used by members of the press. Pages sit in the chairs
along the side walls. Two balconies for guests and visitors overlook the proceedings on the
floor. Electronic voting boards, which list the President’s name first and the senators’ names in
alphabetical order, tabulate all quorum calls and roll call votes taken in the chamber.
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Seating Arrangement • Senate

Standing Committees in the Senate

Legislation is received, considered, and acted upon by each of four major standing
committees. Public hearings and committee work sessions are held in the Miller Senate Office
Building at the following locations:

Committee Room Number

Budget and Taxation (B&T) 3 West
Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs (EHE) 2 West
Finance (FIN) 3 East
Judicial Proceedings (JPR) 2 East

Diagram by Department of  Legislative Services, Document Design.
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Members of the Senate
When writing to your senator in Annapolis, fill in the
room number listed under the senator’s name below
and address your letter to:

Senator    ________________
   _______ Miller (or James) Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

To call your senator in Annapolis, use the four-digit
extension listed below the senator’s name and dial as
follows:
410-841-____ from the Baltimore/Annapolis area
301-858-____ from the Washington, D.C. area
1-800-492-7122 from elsewhere in Maryland

This toll-free number connects you with the Maryland
General Assembly switchboard operator who will
connect you to your senator’s office.

MILLER, Thomas V. Mike, Jr. (D)
President of the Senate
H-107 State House (Ext. 3700)
District 27, Prince George’s, Charles, and 

Calvert Counties

ASTLE, John C. (D)
Vice Chair, Finance 
123 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3578)
District 30:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 30, (FIN Committee)

BATES, Gail H. (R)
401 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3671)
District 9:  Carroll and Howard Counties
Seat 9, (EHE Committee)

BENSON, Joanne C. (D)
214 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3148)
District 24:  Prince George’s County
Seat 24, (FIN Committee)

BROCHIN, James (D)
221 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3648)
District 42:  Baltimore County 
Seat 42, (JPR Committee)

CASSILLY, Robert (R)
321 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3158)
District 34:  Harford County
Seat 34, (JPR Committee)

CONWAY, Joan Carter (D)
Chair, Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
2 West Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3145)
District 43:  Baltimore City
Seat 43, (EHE Committee)

CURRIE, Ulysses (D)
201 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3127)
District 25:  Prince George’s County
Seat 25, (B&T Committee)

DeGRANGE, James E., Sr. (D)
Vice Chair, Rules Committee
101 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3593)
District 32:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 32, (B&T Committee)

ECKARDT, Adelaide C. (R)
322 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3590)
District 37:  Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, and 

Wicomico Counties
Seat 37, (B&T Committee)

EDWARDS, George C. (R)
323 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3565)
District 1:  Garrett, Washington, and Allegany

Counties
Seat 1, (B&T Committee)

Note: Standing Committee assignments are abbreviated: B&T (Budget and Taxation), EHE (Education, Health, and
Environmental Affairs), FIN (Finance), JPR (Judicial Proceedings).
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Members of the Senate

FELDMAN, Brian J. (D)
104 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3169)
District 15:  Montgomery County
Seat 15, (FIN Committee)

FERGUSON, Bill (D)
401 Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3600)
District 46:  Baltimore City
Seat 46, (B&T Committee)

GLADDEN, Lisa A. (D)
Vice Chair, Judicial Proceedings 
2 East Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3697)
District 41:  Baltimore City
Seat 41, (JPR Committee)

GUZZONE, Guy (D) 
121 James Senate Office Bldg., (Ext. 3572)
District 13:  Howard County
Seat 13, (B&T Committee)

HERSHEY, Stephen S., Jr. (R)
Minority Whip
420 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3639)
District 36:  Caroline, Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne’s 

Counties
Seat 36, (FIN Committee)

HOUGH, Michael J. (R)
403 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3704)
District 4: Frederick and Carroll Counties
Seat 4, (JPR Committee)

JENNINGS, J. B. (R)
Minority Leader
423 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3706)
District 7: Baltimore and Harford Counties
Seat 7, (FIN Committee)

KAGAN, Cheryl C. (D)
203 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3134)
District 17: Montgomery County
Seat 17, (EHE Committee)

KASEMEYER, Edward J. (D)
Chair, Budget and Taxation 
3 West Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3653)
District 12:  Baltimore and Howard Counties
Seat 12, (B&T Committee)

KELLEY, Delores G. (D)
Vice Chair, Executive Nominations 
302 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3606)
District 10:  Baltimore County 
Seat 10, (FIN Committee) 

KING, Nancy J. (D)
Assistant Deputy Majority Leader
223 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3686)
District 39:  Montgomery County 
Seat 39, (B&T Committee)

KLAUSMEIER, Katherine (D)
Deputy Majority Leader
Chair, Rules Committee
103 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3620)
District 8: Baltimore County
Seat 8, (FIN Committee)

LEE, Susan C. (D)
222 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3124)
District 16: Montgomery County
Seat 16, (JPR Committee)

MADALENO, Richard S., Jr. (D)
Vice Chair, Budget and Taxation 
3 West Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3137)
District 18: Montgomery County
Seat 18, (B&T Committee)

MANNO, Roger  P. (D)
102 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3151)
District 19: Montgomery County
Seat 19, (B&T Committee)

MATHIAS, James N., Jr. (D)
216 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3645)
District 38: Somerset, Worcester, and Wicomico

Counties
Seat 38, (FIN Committee)
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Members of the Senate

McFADDEN, Nathaniel J. (D)
President Pro Tem 
422 Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3165)
District 45:  Baltimore City
Seat 45, (B&T Committee)

MIDDLETON, Thomas M. (D)
Chair, Finance 
3 East Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3616)
District 28:  Charles County
Seat 28, (FIN Committee)

MONTGOMERY, Karen S. (D)
202 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3625)
District 14:  Montgomery County
Seat 14, (EHE Committee)

MUSE, C. Anthony (D)
420 Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3092)
District 26:  Prince George’s County
Seat 26, (JPR Committee)

NATHAN-PULLIAM, Shirley (D)
304 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3612)
District 44:  Baltimore City and Baltimore County
Seat 44, (EHE Committee)

NORMAN, Wayne (R)
315 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3603)
District 35:  Cecil and Harford Counties
Seat 35, (JPR Committee)

PETERS, Douglas J. J. (D)
120 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3631)
District 23:  Prince George’s County
Seat 23, (B&T Committee)

PINSKY, Paul G. (D)
Vice Chair, Education, Health, and Environmental 

Affairs 
220 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3155)
District 22:  Prince George’s County
Seat 22, (EHE Committee)

PUGH, Catherine E. (D)
Majority Leader
3 East Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3656)
District 40:  Baltimore City
Seat 40, (FIN Committee)

RAMIREZ, Victor R. (D)
303 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3745)
District 47:  Prince George’s County
Seat 47, (JPR Committee)

RASKIN, Jamie (D)
Chair, Executive Nominations 
122 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3634)
District 20:  Montgomery County
Seat 20, (JPR Committee)

READY, Justin (R)
414 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3683)
District 5:  Carroll County
Seat 5, (JPR Committee)

REILLY, Edward R. (R) 
316 James Senate Office Bldg., (Ext. 3568)
District 33:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 33, (FIN Committee)

ROSAPEPE, Jim (D)
Deputy Majority Whip
314 James Senate Office Bldg., (Ext. 3141)
District 21:  Prince George’s and Anne Arundel

Counties
Seat 21, (EHE Committee)

SALLING, Johnny Ray (R)
416 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3587)
District 6:  Baltimore County
Seat 6, (EHE Committee)

SERAFINI, Andrew A. (R)
402 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3903)
District 2:  Washington County
Seat 2, (B&T Committee)



SIMONAIRE, Bryan W. (R)
320 James Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3658)
District 31:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 31,  (EHE Committee)

WAUGH, Steve (R)
2 West Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3673)
District 29:  Calvert and St. Mary’s Counties
Seat 29, (EHE Committee)

YOUNG, Ronald N. (D)
301 James Senate Bldg. (Ext. 3575)
District 3:  Frederick County
Seat 3, (EHE Committee)

ZIRKIN, Bobby A. (D)
Chair, Judicial Proceedings 
2 East Miller Senate Office Bldg. (Ext. 3131)
District 11:  Baltimore County
Seat 11, (JPR Committee)

10

Members of the Senate
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The House of Delegates and Its Membership

The presiding officer in the House of Delegates is the Speaker, who is elected on the first day
of each regular session by a majority of the House membership. The Speaker presides over
each session, maintaining order and decorum in the chamber and deciding all points of order.
The Speaker names the members of all committees, designates the chairmen and vice
chairmen, and appoints the Majority Leader. One member of the minority party is chosen by
that group as the Minority Leader of the House.

Standing committees to which bills of statewide importance are assigned are Appropriations,
Economic Matters, Environment and Transportation, Health and Government Operations,
Judiciary, and Ways and Means. Other standing committees specified in the Rules of the
House are the Rules and Executive Nominations Committee, the Joint Committee on
Protocol, the Joint Committee on Investigation, and the Committee on Consent Calendars.
Bills affecting individual counties or localities are referred to select committees composed of
members representing those areas. The Speaker, along with the President of the Senate, can
establish a joint committee for a specified purpose.

The House of Delegates chamber and lounge are located on the first floor of the State House
across from the Senate chamber. The chamber walls are of Italian marble and the portraits
displayed are those of former Speakers. There are no windows in the chamber; natural light is 

The House of Delegates Chamber in the State House
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provided through a stained glass Tiffany skylight. Behind the chamber is the delegates’
lounge. Two balconies overlooking the chamber allow visitors to view the activities on
the floor. The balcony facing the Speaker has a soundproof glass booth with a sound
system that allows the occupants to hear the floor proceedings. This booth is for the
press.

Members of the press also sit on the chamber floor in the wooden desks to the right of
the Speaker. Pages sit in the blue chairs in the front of the chamber and work from page
call boards located on each side of the rostrum. Roll call votes and quorum calls are
tabulated on the voting boards on each side of the chamber. Members’ names are listed
in alphabetical order by district on the boards.

House Office Building
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Seating Arrangement • House of Delegates

Standing Committees in the House of Delegates

Legislation is received, considered, and acted upon by each of six standing committees. Public hearings
and committee work sessions are held in the House Office Building at the following locations: 

Committee Room Number

Appropriations (APP) 121
Economic Matters (ECM) 231
Environment and Transportation (ENV) 251
Health and Government Operations (HGO) 241
Judiciary (JUD) 101
Ways and Means (W&M) 131

Diagram by Department of  Legislative Services, Document Design.



Members of the House of Delegates

When writing to your delegate in Annapolis, fill in
the room number listed under the delegate’s name
below and address your letter to:

Delegate____________________
______ House Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

To call your delegate in Annapolis, use the four-digit
extension listed below the delegate’s name and dial as
follows:
410-841-____from the Baltimore/Annapolis area
301-858-____ from the Washington Metro area
1-800-492-7122 from elsewhere in Maryland. 
This toll-free number connects you with the
Maryland General Assembly switchboard operator
who will forward your call to your delegate’s office.

BUSCH, Michael E. (D)
Speaker of the House
H-101 State House (Ext. 3800)
District 30A:  Anne Arundel County

ADAMS, Christopher T. (R)
323 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3343)
District 37B:  Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, and 

Wicomico Counties
Seat 87, (ECM Committee)

AFZALI, Kathy (R)
326 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3288)
District 4:  Frederick County
Seat 42, (W&M Committee)

ANDERSON, Curt (D)
314 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3291)
District 43:  Baltimore City
Seat 16, (JUD Committee)

ANDERTON, Carl, Jr. (R)
317 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3431)
District 38B:  Wicomico County
Seat 49, (ENV Committee)

ANGEL, Angela (D)
216 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3707)
District 25:  Prince George’s County
Seat 111, (HGO Committee)

ARENTZ, Steven J. (R)
308 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3543)
District 36:  Kent, Queen Anne’s, Cecil,

and Caroline Counties
Seat 69, (ECM Committee)

ATTERBEARY, Vanessa E. (D)
216 House Office Bldg., (Ext. 3471)
District 13:  Howard County
Seat 102, (JUD Committee)

AUMANN, Susan L. M. (R)
303 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3258)
District 42B:  Baltimore County
Seat 21, (ECM Committee)

BARKLEY, Charles (D)
223 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3001)
District 39:  Montgomery County
Seat 84, (ECM Committee) 

BARNES, Ben (D)
151 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3046)
District 21:  Prince George’s and Anne Arundel Counties
Seat 94, (APP Committee)

BARNES, Darryl (D)
206 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3557)
District 25:  Prince George’s County
Seat 77, (W&M Committee)

Note: Standing committee assignments are abbreviated: APP (Appropriations), ECM (Economic Matters), ENV
(Environment and Transportation), HGO (Health and Government Operations), JUD (Judiciary), and W&M (Ways and
Means).
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Members of the House of Delegates

BARRON, Erek L. (D)
207 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3692)
District 24:  Prince George’s County
Seat 76, (HGO Committee)

BARVE, Kumar P. (D)
Chair, Environment and Transportation 
251 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3990)
District 17:  Montgomery County
Seat 56, (ENV Committee)

BEIDLE, Pamela (D)
165 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3370)
District 32:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 119, (ENV Committee)

BEITZEL, Wendell R. (R)
309 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3435)
District 1A:  Garrett and Allegany Counties
Seat 142, (APP Committee)

BRANCH, Talmadge (D)
Majority Whip
151 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3398)
District 45:  Baltimore City
Seat 1, (ECM Committee)

BROMWELL, Eric M. (D)
415 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3766)
District 8:  Baltimore County
Seat 5, (HGO Committee)

BROOKS, Benjamin (D)
304 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3352)
District 10:  Baltimore County
Seat 6, (ECM Committee)

BUCKEL, Jason C. (R)
309 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3404)
District 1B:  Allegany County
Seat 143, (W&M Committee)

CAMPOS, Will (D)
206 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3340)
District 47B:  Prince George’s County
Seat 93, (JUD Committee)

CAREY, Ned (D)
161 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3047)
District 31A:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 118, (ECM Committee)

CAROZZA, Mary Beth (R)
203 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3356)
District 38C:  Wicomico and Worcester Counties
Seat 48, (APP Committee)

CARR, Alfred C., Jr. (D)
222 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3638)
District 18:  Montgomery County
Seat 83, (ENV Committee) 

CARTER, Jill P. (D)
416 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3268)
District 41:  Baltimore City
Seat 36, (JUD Committee)

CASSILLY, Andrew (R)
316 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3444)
District 35B:  Cecil and Harford Counties
Seat 122, (ENV Committee)

CHANG, Mark S. (D)
160 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3511)
District 32:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 133, (APP Committee)

CILIBERTI, Barrie S. (R)
324 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3080)
District 4:  Frederick and Carroll Counties
Seat 44, (APP Committee)

CLIPPINGER, Luke (D)
350 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3303)
District 46:  Baltimore City
Seat 19, (ECM Committee)

CLUSTER, John W. E., Jr. (R)
308 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3526)
District 8:  Baltimore County
Seat 27, (JUD Committee)
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CONAWAY, Frank M., Jr. (D)
314 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3189)
District 40:  Baltimore City
Seat 17, (JUD Committee)

CULLISON, Bonnie (D)
350 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3883)
District 19:  Montgomery County 
Seat 66, (HGO Committee)

DAVIS, Dereck E. (D)
Chair, Economic Matters 
231 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3519)
District 25:  Prince George’s County
Seat 55, (ECM Committee)

DUMAIS, Kathleen M. (D)
Vice Chair, Judiciary 
101 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3052)
District 15:  Montgomery County
Seat 120, (JUD Committee)

EBERSOLE, Eric (D)
305 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3328)
District 12:  Baltimore and Howard Counties
Seat 103, (W&M Committee)

FENNELL, Diana M. (D)
209 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3478)
District 47A:  Prince George’s County
Seat 53, (W&M Committee)

FISHER, Mark N. (R)
202 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3231)
District 27C:  Calvert County
Seat 97, (ECM Committee)

FLANAGAN, Robert L. (R)
430 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3077)
District 9B:  Howard County
Seat 110, (ENV Committee)

FOLDEN, William (R)
405 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3240)
District 3B:  Frederick County 
Seat 45, (ENV Committee)

FRASER-HIDALGO, David (D)
226 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3186)
District 15: Montgomery County
Seat 82, (ENV Committee)

FRICK, C. William (D)
Parliamentarian
350 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3454)
District 16:  Montgomery County
Seat 13, (ECM Committee)

FRUSH, Barbara (D)
364 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3114)
District 21:  Prince George’s and 

Anne Arundel Counties
Seat 112, (ENV Committee)

GAINES, Tawanna P. (D)
363 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3058)
District 22:  Prince George’s County
Seat 51, (APP Committee)

GHRIST, Jefferson L. (R)
410 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3555)
District 36:  Kent, Queen Anne’s, Cecil, and 

Caroline Counties
Seat 72, (APP Committee)

GILCHRIST, Jim (D)
219 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3744)
District 17:  Montgomery County
Seat 67, (ENV Committee)

GLASS, Glen (R)
325 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3280)
District 34A:  Harford Counties
Seat 138, (JUD Committee)

GLENN, Cheryl D. (D)
413 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3257)
District 45:  Baltimore City
Seat 18, (ECM Committee)

GRAMMER, Robin L., Jr. (R)
307 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3298)
District 6:  Baltimore County
Seat 25, (APP Committee)
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GUTIÉRREZ, Ana Sol (D)
404 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3181)
District 18:  Montgomery County
Seat 90, (APP Committee)

HAMMEN, Peter A. (D)
Chair, Health and Government Operations
241 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3772)
District 46:  Baltimore City
Seat 32, (HGO Committee)

HAYES, Antonio L. (D)
315 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3545)
District 40:  Baltimore City
Seat 37, (HGO Committee)

HAYNES, Keith E. (D)
424 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3801)
District 44A:  Baltimore City
Seat 34, (APP Committee)

HEALEY, Anne (D)
Chair, Rules & Executive Nominations
361 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3961)
District 22:  Prince George’s County
Seat 75, (ENV Committee)

HETTLEMAN, Shelly (D)
311 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3833)
District 11:  Baltimore County
Seat 7, (APP Committee)

HILL, Terri L. (D)
215 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3378)
District 12:  Baltimore and Howard Counties
Seat 105, (HGO Committee)

HIXSON, Sheila E. (D)
Chair, Ways and Means 
131 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3469)
District 20:  Montgomery County
Seat 80, (W&M Committee)

HOLMES, Marvin E., Jr. (D)
313 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3310)
District 23B:  Prince George’s County
Seat 29, (ENV Committee)

HORNBERGER, Kevin B. (R)
410 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3284)
District 35A:  Cecil County
Seat 114, (W&M Committee)

HOWARD, Carolyn J. B. (D)
Deputy Speaker Pro Tem
301 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3919)
District 24:  Prince George’s County
Seat 52, (W&M Committee)

HOWARD, Seth A. (R)
159 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3439)
District 30B:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 134, (ECM Committee)

IMPALLARIA, Rick (R)
310 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3289)
District 7:  Baltimore and Harford Counties
Seat 126, (ECM Committee)

JACKSON, Michael A. (D)
204 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3103)
District 27B:  Calvert and Prince George’s Counties
Seat 92, (APP Committee)

JACOBS, Jay A. (R)
321 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3449)
District 36:  Caroline, Cecil, Kent, and 

Queen Anne’s Counties
Seat 70, (ENV Committee)

JALISI, Jay (D)
304 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3358)
District 10:  Baltimore County
Seat 10, (ENV Committee)

JAMESON, Sally (D)
Vice Chair, Economic Matters 
231 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3337)
District 28:  Charles County
Seat 100, (ECM Committee)

JONES, Adrienne A. (D)
Speaker Pro Tem
312 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3391)
District 10:  Baltimore County
Seat 12, (APP Committee)
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Members of the House of Delegates

KAISER, Anne R. (D)
Majority Leader
350 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3036)
District 14:  Montgomery County
Seat 2, (W&M Committee)

KELLY, Ariana B. (D)
210 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3642)
District 16:  Montgomery County
Seat 62, (HGO Committee)

KIPKE, Nicholaus R. (R)
Minority Leader
212 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3421)
District 31B:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 3, (HGO Committee)

KITTLEMAN, Trent (R)
202 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3556)
District 9A:  Carroll and Howard Counties
Seat 109, (JUD Committee)

KNOTTS, Tony (D)
204 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3212)
District 26:  Prince George’s County
Seat 30, (ENV Committee)

KORMAN, Marc (D)
210 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3649)
District 16:  Montgomery County
Seat 86, (APP Committee)

KRAMER, Benjamin F. (D)
226 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3485)
District 19:  Montgomery County
Seat 59, (ECM Committee)

KREBS, Susan W. (R)
324 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3200)
District 5:  Carroll County
Seat 127, (HGO Committee)

KRIMM, Carol L. (D)
215 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3472)
District 3A:  Frederick County
Seat 43, (APP Committee)

LAFFERTY, Stephen W. (D)
305 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3487)
District 42A: Baltimore County
Seat 20, (ENV Committee)

LAM, Clarence K. (D)
214 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3205)
District 12:  Baltimore and Howard Counties
Seat 104, (ENV Committee)

LIERMAN, Brooke E. (D)
311 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3319)
District 46:  Baltimore City 
Seat 39, (APP Committee)

LISANTI, Mary Ann (D)
217 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3331)
District 34A:  Harford County
Seat 121, (ECM Committee)

LONG, Robert B. (R)
325 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3458)
District 6:  Baltimore County
Seat 26, (W&M Committee)

LUEDTKE, Eric G. (D)
222 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3110)
District 14:  Montgomery County
Seat 81, (W&M Committee)

MALONE, Michael E. (R)
154 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3510)
District 33:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 136, (JUD Committee)

MAUTZ, Johnny (R)
323 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3429)
District 37B:  Caroline, Dorchester, Talbot, and 

Wicomico Counties
Seat 88, (ECM Committee)

McCOMAS, Susan K. (R)
319 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3272)
District 34B:  Harford County 
Seat 124, (JUD Committee)
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McCONKEY, Tony (R)
163 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3406)
District 33:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 114, (APP Committee)

MCCRAY, Cory V. (D)
315 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3486)
District 45:  Baltimore City
Seat 38, (ENV Committee)

McDONOUGH, Pat (R)
310 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3334)
District 7:  Baltimore and Harford Counties
Seat 125, (HGO Committee) 

McINTOSH, Maggie (D)
Chair, Appropriations 
121 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3990)
District 43:  Baltimore City
Seat 14, (APP Committee)

MCKAY, Mike (R)
322 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3321)
District 1C:  Allegany and Washington Counties
Seat 140, (APP Committee)

McMILLAN, Herb (R)
164 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3211)
District 30A:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 115, (HGO Committee)

METZGAR, Ric (R)
307 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3332)
District 6:  Baltimore County
Seat 24, (W&M Committee)

MIELE, Christian (R)
316 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3365)
District 8:  Baltimore County
Seat 23, (HGO Committee)

MILLER, Aruna (D)
426 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3090)
District 15:  Montgomery County
Seat 61, (APP Committee)

MILLER, Warren E. (R)
403 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3582)
District 9A:  Carroll and Howard Counties
Seat 104, (ECM Committee)

MOON, David (D)
220 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3474)
District 20:  Montgomery County
Seat 63, (JUD Committee)

MORALES, Marice (D)
225 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3528)
District 19:  Montgomery County
Seat 65, (JUD Committee)

MORGAN, Matthew (R)
317 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3170)
District 29A:  St. Mary’s County
Seat 96, (HGO Committee)

MORHAIM, Dan K. (D)
Deputy Majority Leader
362 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3054)
District 11:  Baltimore County
Seat 11, (HGO Committee)

OAKS, Nathaniel T. (D)
411 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3283)
District 41:  Baltimore City
Seat 35, (HGO Committee)

O'DONNELL, Anthony J. (R)
201 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3314)
District 29C:  Calvert and St. Mary's Counties
Seat 113, (ENV Committee)

OTTO, Charles J. (R)
321 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3433)
District 38A:  Somerset and Wicomico Counties
Seat 71, (ENV Committee)

PARROTT, Neil (R)
Assistant Minority Whip
213 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3636)
District 2A:  Washington County
Seat 139, (JUD Committee)
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Members of the House of Delegates

PATTERSON, Edith J. (D)
221 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3247)
District 28:  Prince George’s County
Seat 99, (W&M Committee)

PEÑA-MELNYK, Joseline A. (D)
425 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3502)
District 21:  Prince George’s and Anne Arundel Counties
Seat 131, (HGO Committee)

PENDERGRASS, Shane E. (D)
Vice Chair, Health and Government Operations
241 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3139)
District 13:  Howard County
Seat 101, (HGO Committee)

PLATT, Andrew (D)
220 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3037)
District 17:  Montgomery County
Seat 64, (W&M Committee)

PROCTOR, James E., Jr. (D)
Vice Chair, Appropriations 
121 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3083)
District 27A:  Charles and Prince George’s Counties
Seat 31, (APP Committee)

REILLY, Teresa E. (R)
203 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3278)
District 35B:  Harford County
Seat 123, (W&M Committee)

REY, Deborah C. (R)
319 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3227)
District 29B:  St. Mary’s County
Seat 98, (JUD Committee)

REZNIK, Kirill (D)
225 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3039)
District 39:  Montgomery County
Seat 85, (HGO Committee)

ROBINSON, Barbara (D)
412 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3520)
District 40:  Baltimore City
Seat 41, (APP Committee)

ROBINSON, Shane (D)
223 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3021)
District 39:  Montgomery County
Seat 60, (ENV Committee)

ROSE, April (R)
320 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3070)
District 5:  Carroll County
Seat 129, (HGO Committee)

ROSENBERG, Samuel I. (D)
365 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3297)
District 41:  Baltimore City
Seat 15, (JUD Committee)

SAAB, Sid (R)
157 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3551)
District 33:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 135, (HGO Committee)

SAMPLE-HUGHES, Sheree (D)
221 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3427)
District 37A:  Dorchester and Wicomico Counties
Seat 50, (HGO Committee)

SHOEMAKER, Haven (R)
320 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3359)
District 5:  Carroll County
Seat 128, (W&M Committee)

SIMONAIRE, Meagan C. (R)
156 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3206)
District 31B:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 117, (W&M Committee)

SMITH, William C., Jr. (D)
224 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3493)
District 20:  Montgomery County
Seat 57, (JUD Committee)

SOPHOCLEUS, Theodore (D)
162 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3372)
District 32:  Anne Arundel County
Seat 132, (APP Committee)
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Members of the House of Delegates

STEIN, Dana (D)
Vice Chair, Environment and Transportation 
251 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3527)
District 11:  Baltimore County
Seat 28, (ENV Committee)

SYDNOR, Charles E., III (D)
306 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3802)
District 44B:  Baltimore City and Baltimore 

County
Seat 8, (JUD Committee)

SZELIGA, Kathy (R)
Minority Whip
212 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3698)
District 7:  Baltimore and Harford Counties
Seat 4, (ENV Committee)

TARLAU, Jimmy (D)
209 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3326)
District 47A:  Prince George’s County
Seat 130, (W&M Committee)

TURNER, Frank S. (D)
Vice Chair, Ways and Means 
131 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3246)
District 13:  Howard County
Seat 106, (W&M Committee)

VALDERRAMA, Kriselda (D)
205 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3210)
District 26:  Prince George’s County
Seat 74, (ECM Committee)

VALENTINO-SMITH, Geraldine (D)
427 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3101)
District 23A:  Prince George’s County
Seat 78, (JUD Committee)

VALLARIO, Joseph F., Jr. (D)
Chair, Judiciary 
101 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3488)
District 23B:  Prince George’s County
Seat 79, (JUD Committee)

VAUGHN, Michael L. (D)
423 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3691)
District 24:  Prince George’s County
Seat 54, (ECM Committee)

VOGT, David E., III (R)
326 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3118)
District 4:  Frederick and Carroll Counties
Seat 47, (APP Committee)

WALDSTREICHER, Jeff (D)
414 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3130)
District 18:  Montgomery County
Seat 58, (ECM Committee)

WALKER, Jay (D)
Vice Chair, Rules and Executive Nominations
207 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3581)
District 26:  Prince George’s County
Seat 91, (W&M Committee)

WASHINGTON, Alonzo T. (D)
205 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3652)
District 22:  Prince George’s County
Seat 73, (W&M Committee)

WASHINGTON, Mary L. (D)
429 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3476)
District 43:  Baltimore City
Seat 40, (W&M Committee)

WEST, Chris (R)
303 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3793)
District 42B:  Baltimore County
Seat 22, (HGO Committee)

WILSON, Brett (R)
213 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3125)
District 2B: Washington County
Seat 108, (JUD Committee)

WILSON, C. T. (D)
422 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3325)
District 28:  Charles County
Seat 99, (ECM Committee)



WIVELL, William J. (R)
322 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3447)
District 2A:  Washington County
Seat 124, (APP Committee)

YOUNG, Karen Lewis (D)
217 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3436)
District 3A:  Frederick County
Seat 46, (HGO Committee)

YOUNG, Pat (D)
306 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3544)
District 44B:  Baltimore City and Baltimore County
Seat 9, (APP Committee)

ZUCKER, Craig J. (D)
224 House Office Bldg. (Ext. 3380)
District 14:  Montgomery County
Seat 63, (APP Committee)

Members of the House of Delegates
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The Legislative Process

Responsibilities

The following are among the duties and responsibilities of the Senate and the House of
Delegates:

1.   To pass laws necessary for the welfare of Maryland’s citizens.
2.   To pass certain local laws for counties and special taxing areas.
3.   To decide the manner in which State funds are to be spent.
4.   To evaluate whether State programs are operated consistent with legislative intent.
5.   To propose amendments to the State Constitution.

The sole power of  impeachment of an officer of the State rests with the House of Delegates.
The Senate tries all impeachment cases, and two-thirds of the total number of senators is
required for a conviction.

Constitutional Requirements

1.   No bill shall become law unless it is read on three different days of the session in each
chamber, unless the requirement is suspended by a two-thirds vote of the membership in each
chamber.
2.   The requirement of printing a bill for third reading in the chamber of origin is absolute
and cannot be suspended.
3.   A majority of the members elected to each chamber is a quorum for the transaction of
business. Final passage requires a favorable vote of the majority of the elected members.
4.   Every law shall embrace one subject and that shall be described in its title.
5.   An emergency bill, designed to become effective upon date of passage, must be passed by
a vote of three-fifths of the elected membership in each house.
6.   A constitutional amendment must receive a vote of three-fifths of the elected membership
in each house.

The Governor is responsible for presenting a balanced budget to the General Assembly with
supporting data and recommendations. The legislature, with certain limitations, has the power
to reduce the Governor’s budget proposals, but it cannot increase them.

Staff Support Organizations

Members of the General Assembly are assisted by the following organizations: 

     • Department of Legislative Services: Provides general research and policy analysis;
library facilities and information services; bill and amendment drafting; statutory revision;
committee staff support; budget, fiscal, and legal research, review, and analysis; legislative
information systems development and support; audits of units of State government; and
administrative support services. 
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     • Attorney General’s Office: Provides legal information for proposed legislation to ensure
conformity with statutory and constitutional law.

     • Offices of the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House: Provide daily
journals of proceedings and act as custodians of the official records.

Kinds of Actions and Order of Business

The legislature expresses its will through motions, orders, messages, resolutions, and bills. By
motions and orders it takes action, orders something done, or expresses its opinion. For the purpose
of formal communication between the two houses and with the Governor, letters are sent in the form
of messages. There are two types of resolutions, joint and simple. Joint resolutions require passage by
both houses. They do not have the force of law but reflect the opinion of the General Assembly as a
whole on questions of public policy. Simple resolutions require passage by only the house of origin
and are usually for expressing congratulations or condolences. 

The principal means by which the General Assembly expresses its will, however, is through the
passage of legislative bills, which can amend existing laws or create new laws to the extent permitted
by the State’s Constitution.

Although the presiding officer may alter the order of business to allow for particular circumstances,
a typical floor session consists of the following business:

     1. Call to order
     2. Reading of the journal
     3. Presentation of petitions, memorials, and other papers
     4. Presentation of orders
     5. Introduction of bills and resolutions
     6. Introduction of visitors
     7. Unfinished business and laid over bills
     8. Reports of standing committees
     9. Reports of select committees
     10. Special orders of the day
     11. Third reading of bills and resolutions
     12. Reading of messages
     13. Adjournment

After each day’s session is adjourned, members attend committee meetings to consider proposed
legislation.
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From “Hopper” to Enactment

The drafting of legislation requires the skill of experienced and trained personnel. This service
is rendered by the Department of Legislative Services. A bill is filed (“dropped into the
hopper”) by a legislator with the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House. It is given
a number, and is readied for its first reading on the floor. A bill may be filed during the
interim, called a "prefiled bill," or introduced in either chamber until the last 35 days of the
session. After that, bills may be introduced only with the consent of two-thirds of the
membership.

First Reading: When the session convenes, the Reading Clerk reads the numbers and titles of
the bills being introduced and indicates the committee to which they have been referred by
the presiding officer.

Referral to Committee: The committees meet daily during the session to receive testimony
and take action on bills referred to the committee. Since the legislature is instrumental in
integrating public demands with public policy, citizens are encouraged to present their views
on the proposed bills by mail or by personal appearance. Lobbyists representing organized
interest groups, officials from State agencies, local government representatives, and other
interested citizens speak at these hearings, to either oppose or support the proposed legislation.
The Department of Legislative Services prepares a fiscal analysis for each bill, and these fiscal
and policy notes are considered during the committee deliberations. 

Second Reading and Floor Consideration: The bill is reported back to the floor by the
committee with its recommendation (favorable, unfavorable, favorable with amendment, or
rarely, no recommendation). If the bill is amended by the committee, a vote is taken on the

amendment, and if passed, another vote is
taken on the bill as amended. Committee
action may be reversed, but this is infrequent.
Amendments can then be offered from the
floor by any member. After all amendments
are considered, the presiding officer orders the
bill to be printed for its third and final reading.

Third Reading: The bill must be printed in its
final version with all amendments included for
third reading. No amendments may be
presented on third reading in the bill's
chamber of origin, and the bill must be passed
by a majority of the elected membership.

Electronic roll call recorders in the Senate and
in the House of Delegates record each vote.
(Photo by Colin Grimm, Document Design)
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Second Chamber: The procedure follows a pattern identical to that of the chamber in which
the bill originated, except amendments may be proposed during third reading, as well as
during second reading. If a bill is not amended in the second chamber, final passage may occur
without reprinting.

Consideration of Bills Originating in One Chamber and Amended in the Second Chamber:
If amended in the second chamber the bill is returned to the chamber of origin, where a vote
is taken on a motion to concur or reject the amendments. If concurrence is voted, a final vote
is taken on the bill as amended, and action is complete. The bill is reprinted, or enrolled, to
include the added amendments before it is presented to the Governor.

If the amendments are rejected, two courses of action are possible: 1) the amending chamber
may be requested to withdraw its amendments, or 2) upon refusal to withdraw the
amendments, either chamber may request a conference committee to resolve the differences
between the two chambers.

Conference Committee: Three members from each chamber are appointed to a conference
committee by the presiding officers to reach a settlement on the proposed legislation. A report
of a conference committee goes back to both chambers to be adopted or rejected without
amendment. If the conference committee report is adopted, the bill is voted upon for final
passage in each house. If the conference committee report is rejected by either house, the
conference committee may be directed to reconvene, new members may be appointed, or the
bill fails.

Presentation of Bills to Governor: Except for constitutional amendments and the budget bill,
presentation of all bills to the Governor is mandatory. The budget bill becomes law upon its
final passage and cannot be vetoed. Bills must be presented to the Governor within 20 days
after adjournment of a session, and in the case of such bills, the Governor may veto within 30
days after presentation. If the Governor does not veto a bill, it becomes law. The Governor
may not veto a constitutional amendment.

Veto Power: The power to override a veto rests with the legislature. If a bill is vetoed during a
regular session, the veto message is considered immediately. If a bill presented after the session
is vetoed, the veto message must be considered immediately at the next regular or special
session of the legislature, except that the legislature during the first year of a new term may
not override a veto. A three-fifths vote of the elected membership in each house is necessary
to override a veto.



Committee Activities During a Legislative Session

Critical to the success of the legislative process is the work of the General Assembly’s
committees. The committees hold public hearings on legislation referred to them and explore
each item thoroughly before recommending to the General Assembly the action it should take
on each bill. There are several types of committees, some created by rule or resolution and
others created by statute. 

Standing Committees are the backbone of the legislative process. Each legislator is appointed
by the presiding officer to one principal standing committee. Four standing committees in the
Senate and six in the House of Delegates consider all statewide legislation. These committees
hold hearings on proposed legislation and recommend to the General Assembly which
legislation should pass and which should fail. Amendments, often substantial in nature, may
be considered prior to passage.

Select Committees are the legislative delegations from a county, for example, the
Montgomery County Delegation, or regional combinations of smaller counties, for example,
the Eastern Shore Delegation. The select committees consider legislative matters of concern
principally to their localities and recommend what is in their view the best course of action
for the General Assembly.

Senate Finance Committee Meeting Room, Miller Senate Office Building

The Legislative Committees and Their Work
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Joint Committees consist of members from both houses appointed by the presiding officers and
may operate year-around. Included among the functions of these committees are oversight of
budgetary and audit matters; ongoing review of executive rules and regulations; review of
spending and economic trends; review of legislators’ ethical conduct; consideration of federal
state relations; and study of special issues of concern to the General Assembly.  

Conference Committees: As indicated in the chart titled “Progress of a Bill,” when the two houses are
in disagreement as to the final form of a bill, a conference committee may be formed with three
members appointed by the presiding officer of each house. The final version of the bill as reported by
the conference committee is subject to approval of both houses, without change, for final passage.

Committee of the Whole: Either house may, by a majority vote, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider bills, resolutions, or other matters. The President of the Senate may act
as chair of this committee or may appoint another member to sit in this capacity. The Speaker
designates another member to serve as chair.

The Standing Committees and Their Work

Of all the committees or groups discussed above, those most significant to the legislative process
are the standing committees. These committees make recommendations on nearly all proposals
brought before the General Assembly, except local legislation which usually is handled by the
select committees. Outlined below are the principal subject matter areas or types of legislation
associated with each of the Senate and House standing committees.

In the Senate

Budget and Taxation
Edward J. Kasemeyer, Chair
Richard S. Madaleno, Jr., Vice Chair
3 West, Miller Senate Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3690

State operating and capital budgets, including revenues and expenditures; supplementary
appropriations bills; State and county bond authorizations; legislative budgetary procedures; taxation
and property assessment matters; education financing; and public pension or retirement matters.

Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Joan Carter Conway, Chair
Paul G. Pinsky, Vice Chair
2 West, Miller Senate Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3661

Licensing and regulation of businesses in general, including business, health, and related
occupations and professions; alcoholic beverages; natural resources; agriculture and land
preservation; environment; energy; ethics and election laws; veterans affairs; fire prevention;
primary, secondary, and higher education policy; procurement; local government affairs; and
State government organization and procedures. 
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Finance
Thomas M. Middleton, Chair
John C. Astle, Vice Chair
3 East, Miller Senate Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3677

Banks and other financial institutions; credit regulation and consumer financing; commercial
law, including consumer protection; economic and community development; insurance; horse
racing and lotteries; health and welfare matters; social programs; State personnel issues;
transportation; labor and employment; unemployment insurance; utility regulation; and
workers’ compensation.

Judicial Proceedings
Bobby A. Zirkin, Chair
Lisa A. Gladden, Vice Chair
2 East, Miller Senate Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3623

Criminal and civil laws, penalties and procedures; correctional facilities and services; family
law; judicial administration and court structure; juvenile justice; law enforcement
organizations; legal profession; legal rights and immunities; public safety; real property
including landlord-tenant laws; trusts and estates; corporations and associations;
constitutional amendments; human relations; and vehicle laws, including drunk driving.

Executive Nominations
Jamie Raskin, Chair
Dolores G. Kelley, Vice Chair
4th Floor, Miller Senate Office Building
Telephone: 410-946/301-970-5200

Examines all nominations for appointments made by the Governor that require Senate
confirmation. The committee reports its recommendations to the Senate, which subsequently
votes to confirm or reject the nominees.

Rules
Katherine Klausmeier, Chair
James E. DeGrange, Sr., Vice Chair
Senate Meeting Room H-124, State House
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3700

Considers proposals concerning the rules, organization, and procedures of the Senate or the
legislature. The committee reviews legislation introduced after the bill deadline and decides
whether to re-refer those bills to the appropriate standing committees for consideration.
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In the House of Delegates

Appropriations
Maggie McIntosh, Chair
James E. Proctor, Vice Chair
Room 121, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3407

State operating and capital budgets; supplementary appropriations bills; State and county
bond authorizations; State and county bond authorizations; higher education institutions;
State and local agency procedures and programs; collective bargaining; social services; and
State personnel and pension matters.

Economic Matters
Dereck E. Davis, Chair
Sally Jameson, Vice Chair
Room 231, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3519

Banks and other financial institutions; commercial law, including consumer protection; corporations and
associations; business regulation; business occupations and professions; economic development;
electronic commerce; insurance regulation, except health insurance; labor and employment;
unemployment insurance; utility regulation; workers’ compensation; and alcoholic beverages.

Environment and Transportation 
Kumar P. Barve, Chair
Dana M. Stein, Vice Chair
Room 251, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3990

Agriculture, natural resources, and environmental issues, including agricultural land
preservation, program open space, and vehicle emissions; ethics; housing, landlord and tenant,
and real property, including lead paint; local government, including land use; and
transportation, including highways, bridges, mass transit, and vehicle laws.

Health and Government Operations
Peter A. Hammen, Chair
Shane E. Pendergrass, Vice Chair
Room 241, House Office Building
Telephone:  410-841/301-858-3770

Health facilities, equipment, and products; long term care; public health, including Medicaid;
health insurance; health occupations and professions; and State government organization,
procedures, and operations; procurement; and human relations.
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Judiciary
Joseph F. Vallario, Jr., Chair
Kathleen M. Dumais, Vice Chair
Room 101, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3488

Judicial administration and court structure; legal profession; correctional facilities and services;
criminal and civil laws, penalties, immunities, and procedures; juvenile justice; public safety;
family law; administrative law; trusts and estates; and drunk and drugged driving and
incarcerable motor vehicle offenses.

Ways and Means
Sheila E. Hixson, Chair
Frank S. Turner, Vice Chair
Room 131, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3469

State and local taxation matters, including assessments and tax credit programs; education
financing; primary and secondary education programs; elections; funding of transportation
programs; lottery and horse racing; and issues relating to children, youth, and families.

Rules and Executive Nominations
Anne Healey, Chair
Jay Walker, Vice Chair
Room 145, House Office Building
Telephone: 410-841/301-858-3927

Combined functions of the Senate Rules and Senate Executive Nominations committees. The
House of Delegates is required to consider relatively few executive nominations as mandated
by statute.

The Interim - Committee Work Between Sessions
Many people associate the work of the General Assembly only with the activities of the 90-day
session, which runs January through mid April. However, during the months May through
December, the period between sessions known as the "legislative interim," there are many
other important activities.

Central to the General Assembly's work during the legislative interim is the Legislative Policy
Committee, a group which includes the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Delegates, the majority and minority leaders from each house, and the chairman of each of the
Assembly's standing committees. The committee coordinates and supervises interim activities
through assignment of topics to the standing committees and to special joint committees and
task groups created by the committees to study specific issues.



There are also numerous joint statutory committees that meet during the interim, such as: the
Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive, and Legislative Review; Joint Audit Committee;
Joint Committee on Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area; Joint Committee on
Children, Youth, and Families; Joint Committee on Cybersecurity, Information Technology, and
Biotechnology; Joint Committee on Fair Practices and State Personnel Oversight; Joint
Committee on Federal Relations; Joint Committee on Gaming Oversight; Joint Committee on
Legislative Ethics; Joint Committee on Legislative Information Technology and Open
Government; Joint Committee on the Management of Public Funds; Spending Affordability
Committee; Joint Committee on Unemployment Insurance; and the Joint Committee on
Workers' Compensation Benefit and Insurance Oversight.

The interim’s more relaxed pace allows the committees and study groups to meet and consider
issues and legislative proposals in more detail than time and work schedules permit during regular
sessions of the General Assembly. It also allows time for legislators to gain first-hand knowledge
of the operational functions of State government by making site visits to State agencies,
transportation facilities, hospitals, correctional institutions, recreation areas, colleges and
universities, and general government offices.

Throughout the interim a weekly committee hearing schedule is published which provides
specific meeting dates, times, locations, and subject matter being discussed. For the convenience
of the public, legislators, and staff, these meetings are usually arranged so that the standing
committees meet one week and the statutory and special committees and task forces meet the
next week.

The findings of these groups, and the related studies completed by legislative staff, are published
in reports at the end of the interim. These reports may be accompanied by draft legislation to be
introduced during the ensuing 90-day session. Copies of reports produced by the many interim
groups are available from Library and Information Services, Office of Policy Analysis,
Department of Legislative Services (410-946/301-970-5400).
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At the Information Desk in the basement of the Legislative Services Building, staff provides
information on bill status and other legislative matters to visitors and telephone callers.   
(Photo by Colin Grimm, Document Design)



The Great Seal of Maryland
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The Great Seal of Maryland is used by the
Governor and the Secretary of State to
authenticate Acts of the legislature and for
other official purposes. The first Great Seal
was sent from England shortly after
settlement of the Colony. It remained in
use, although slightly altered, until the
Revolution. Maryland then adopted a new
seal similar in form and spirit to those of
other states. One hundred years later, the
State of Maryland readopted its old seal
(Joint Resolution No. 5, Acts of 1876).

The reverse consists of an escutcheon, or
shield, bearing the Calvert and Crossland
arms quartered. Above is an earl’s coronet
and a full-faced helmet. The escutcheon is
supported on one side by a farmer and on
the other by a fisherman. It symbolizes Lord
Baltimore’s two estates: Maryland and
Avalon in Newfoundland. The Calvert
motto on the scroll is “Fatti maschii parole
menine,” usually translated “strong deeds,
gentle words.” The Latin legend on the
border, (the last verse of Psalms 5 from the
Vulgate) is translated “with favor wilt thou
compass us as with a shield.” The date,
1632, refers to the year the Maryland
Charter was granted to Cecilius Calvert,
second Lord Baltimore.

The obverse of the seal shows Lord
Baltimore as a knight in full armor
mounted on a charger. The inscription
translated is “Cecilius, Absolute Lord of
Maryland and Avalon, Baron of Baltimore.”

REVERSE

OBVERSE


