
























































14.  As of the date of this Directive, Baltimore City has failed to comply with the March
24, 2022, order and to operate the Back River WWTP in compliance with all terms of the Back
River Discharge Permit and cease all unpermitted discharges from the Back River WWTP.
DIRECTIVE TO THE SERVICE
15.  Pursuantto § 3-109(c) and § 3-109(d) of the Natural Resource Article, the Secretary
hereby DIRECTS that the Service take charge of the Back River WWTP, including its operations,
maintenance, and improvements functions, in order to work with Baltimore City to ensure that
Baltimore City meets the following objectives: protecting public and environmental health;
abating any further nuisance; providing appropriate levels of qualified staff; conducting
appropriate maintenance, improvements, and modifications; operating the Back River WWTP in
compliance with all terms of the Back River Discharge Permit; and ceasing all unpermitted
discharges from the Back River WWTP. 2 The Service shall work with Baltimore City to the
extent it deems practicable, but in any event, shall achieve the aforementioned objectives with the
means and methods the Service, in its discretion, deems most effective and efficient. Specifically,
the Service shall take actions to ensure that the Back River WWTP is operated in compliance with
all terms of the Back River Discharge Permit and cease all unpermitted discharges from the Back
River WWTP, which shall include:
a. Immediatély commencing action to correct the deficiencies identified in

Paragraph 10.a. through g. of this Directive;

2 Nothing in this Directive imposes liability on the Service under Title 9, subtitle 3 for
violations of the Back River Discharge Permit.



b. Immediately begin assessing the adequacy of both the number and
qualifications of Plant staff in order to provide a recommendation to
Baltimore City and the Department on the adequate number of qualified
operating staff that are necessary to carry out the operations, maintenance,
and testing functions required to ensure compliance with the Back River
Discharge Permit; and

c. Identifying and implementing all necessary and appropriate alterations to
the Back River WWTP and its operations and maintenance, including, if
necessary, the retaining of additional workers to temporarily supplement
staffing at the Back River WWTP.

16.  The Secretary further DIRECTS the Service to undertake a comprehensive
evaluation and assessment of the Back River WWTP’s operation, maintenance, staffing, and
equipment and, by June 6, 2022, to submit a report to the Department of the Service’s findings and
recommendations, including a comprehensive list of needed improvements, ranked by their impact
on compliance with discharge permit effluent limitations.

17 The Secretary further DIRECTS the Service to abide by any amendments or
modifications to this Directive issued by the Secretary of Environment if the Secretary believes
any such amendment or modification is necessary to protect human and environmental health.

18.  The Secretary further DIRECTS the Service to seek recoupment as referenced in §
3-109 of the Natural Resources Article and may record and index one or more liens against

Baltimore City, and any other responsible parties, assigns, owners, or operators.



19.  The Secretary further DIRECTS the Service to complete all tasks in this Directive

until the Secretary notifies the Service that this Directive is terminated.

STATE OF MARYLAND,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

%@& Date March 27, 2022
Benjamin Grumbles, Secretary
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