
   
 
 
November 27, 2019 
 
The Honorable Larry Hogan 
Governor, State of Maryland 
State House 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Re: Submission of the Maryland Outdoor Recreation Economic (MORE) Final Report 

Agency: Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Report Authority: Executive Order 01.01.2017.24 G (MSAR #11413) 

 
Dear Governor Hogan, 
 
In accordance with your Executive Order (01.01.2017.24), the Maryland Outdoor Recreation 
Economic (MORE) Commission was established in 2017 and has been working toward their 
mission of strengthening Maryland’s outdoor recreation and heritage tourism economy. 
 
The enclosed MORE Commission Final Report fulfills the requirement in the Executive Order 
that a final report be submitted to you for your review and consideration. Thank you for 
your leadership on this important environmental and economic initiative for Maryland.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                                                              
Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio Kelly Schulz 
Secretary Secretary 
Department of Natural Resources Department of Commerce 
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 I. Introduction 

“Maryland's Outdoor Recreation Economy.” Outdoor Industry Association, 2017, outdoorindustry.org/state/maryland/.

“Outdoor Recreation.” U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation.

Outdoor Industry Association, 2019  

Biking trails at Deep Creek Lake State Park (Jess Daddio)  
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“Confluence Accords.” Colorado Office of Economic Development & International Trade, July 2018, choosecolorado.com/programs-

initiatives/outdoor-recreation-industry-office/.

Outdoor Industry Association, 2019 (statistics from Bureau 
of Labor Statistics and Computing Technology Industry 

Association) 

Cross-country skiing at Rocky Gap State Park (department photo) 
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A. MORE Commission Executive Order 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. State of Outdoor Recreation & Heritage Tourism  

Trail at Swallow Falls State Park (Stephen Badger)  
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Maryland's Land Preservation and Recreation Plan 2019-2023. (2019). [online]: dnr.maryland.gov/land/Documents/LPRP_2019-2023/2019-

2023_Maryland-LPRP.pdf

Dougherty, Rebecca and Al Goyburu. 2010 Maryland State Parks Economic Impact and Visitor Study. Maryland Office of Tourism 

Development, Department of Business and Economic Development. (2010) [online] dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Documents/ 

EconomicImpactStudy2010.pdf 

Assateague Island beach (Brady Cooling)  

For every $1 the state 
invests in state parks, 
$29.27 is generated 
in economic activity.5 

http://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Documents/EconomicImpactStudy2010.pdf
http://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Documents/EconomicImpactStudy2010.pdf


Maryland Outdoor Recreation Economic Commission Report | 5 

Winter on the C&O Canal (Alex Keto)  

Antietam National Battlefield (Chris Platt)  
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Wetland view along the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Scenic Byway 
(Stephen Badger)  

https://www.visitmaryland.org/
http://www.visitmaryland.org/brochure
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C. Maryland’s World-Class Experiences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Point Lighthouse in the Chesapeake Bay (Stephen Badger)  

Fair Hill Races (Stephen Schatz)  
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Chesapeake Bay and Maryland Waterways 

Highlighted Activities 

 

 

 

 

Highlighted Projects 

Waterfowling on the Chesapeake Bay is a state pastime (Larry 
Hindman) 

Maryland’s World-class Experiences: Maryland offers diverse world-class recreational and heritage tourism experiences, from 
the Chesapeake Bay and beaches of the Eastern Shore to the mountains of western Maryland, connected by our common 
heritage, and accessed through a trail system second to none. These are the core outdoor identities of our state that attract 

international attention, and a part of our vision for the future.
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Mountains 

Highlighted Activities 

 

 

 

Highlighted Projects 

Chimney Rock at Catoctin Mountain State Park (Retzer Cariaga) 

Maryland’s World-class Experiences: Maryland offers diverse world-class recreational and heritage tourism experiences, from 
the Chesapeake Bay and beaches of the Eastern Shore to the mountains of western Maryland, connected by our common 
heritage, and accessed through a trail system second to none. These are the core outdoor identities of our state that attract 

international attention, and a part of our vision for the future.
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Heritage 

Highlighted Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlighted Projects 

Kayaking at Mallows Bay (Kim Hernandez) 

Maryland’s World-class Experiences: Maryland offers diverse world-class recreational and heritage tourism experiences, from 
the Chesapeake Bay and beaches of the Eastern Shore to the mountains of western Maryland, connected by our common 
heritage, and accessed through a trail system second to none. These are the core outdoor identities of our state that attract 

international attention, and a part of our vision for the future.
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Trails 

Highlighted Activities 
 

 

 

 

Highlighted Projects 

Patapsco Valley State Park (Stephen Badger) 

Maryland’s World-class Experiences: Maryland offers diverse world-class recreational and heritage tourism experiences, from 
the Chesapeake Bay and beaches of the Eastern Shore to the mountains of western Maryland, connected by our common 
heritage, and accessed through a trail system second to none. These are the core outdoor identities of our state that attract 

international attention, and a part of our vision for the future.
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II. Stakeholder Engagement 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/Pages/more/home.aspx
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Maryland Conservation Corps working on a 
shoreline restoration project (department photo) 

St. John’s Rock Off-road Vehicle trail in Garrett 
County (department photo) 
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III.  Commission Recommendations 

 

 

 

A.  Enhancing and Strengthening the Business Climate 
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B.  Enhancing Workforce Development and Job Creation Opportunities  

 

 

 

 

 

C.  Enhancing Maryland’s Brand as a Premier Destination  

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.  Enhancing Recreational and Heritage Tourism Experiences  
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E.       Stewarding Maryland’s Natural, Cultural, Historical and Recreational Resources  
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Appendix A: Governor’s Executive Order 
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Appendix B: BEA Outdoor Recreation Economic Data for Maryland 
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https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation


Maryland Outdoor Recreation Economic Commission Report | 23 

Appendix C: MORE Commission Interim Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 “Outdoor Recreation.” U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA),  bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation. 
7 The National Recreation and Park Association and the George Mason University Center for Regional Analysis (May 2018): Promoting Parks and 

Recreation Role in Economic Development. 
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Appendix D: Workgroup Members 

MOREC Workgroup – Stewardship  

MOREC Workgroup – Business Climate, Workforce Development and Job Creation 
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MOREC Workgroup – Branding 

MOREC Workgroup - Enhance Development of World-Class Outdoor and Heritage Tourism 

Experiences in Maryland  
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